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Wednesday, April 16th, 2008  -  Mercury Marine, Fond du lac 
 

 
Plant Tour:   

                   3:30 PM Sharp—5:30 PM  
                   (Please arrive by 3:15 PM) 

 
Dinner Presentation: 
                   
 
           (See Dwight’s biography on page 6) 

 
  The Synergies of Supp ly Chain Management and Lean Six Sigma 

Presented by: Dwight Flaherty  
C.P.M., CPIM - Worldwide Inventory Improvement at Mercury Marine  
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Date: Wed., April 16th, 2008          Place:  Ramada Inn, Fond du Lac 
 

3:30 PM—5:30 PM Tour     5:30 PM - 6:00 PM Registration     6:00 PM Dinner/Program 
 

Dinner Menu:  Hand-rolled Chicken Breast stuffed with Ham and Swiss cheese.  Topped with supreme sauce. and 
served with tossed salad, potato, vegetable and warm rolls & butter. Coffee, tea or milk. Dessert Apple or Cherry Pie 

 

Registration:  Register by Wed., March 26th, for the Tour and by Thurs.,  April 10th, for the Dinner & Program. 
Register online at www.apicsfv.org today! 

 

Cost:  $25 Non-members     $20 Members     $10 Students 
 

Bring your business ca rds to enter our prize drawing .         No-shows will be billed accordingly. 



 
A Message from the President 

 
Hello Fellow APICS Fox Valley Chapter members! 
 
You may be wondering why you’re receiving your April ’08 Beacon in mid-March.  Well , we wanted to make sure you 
had plenty of time to get registered for our 2008 Top Management Night event.  The event begins with a tour of Mer-
cury Marine’s Fond du Lac manufacturing plant.  Tours begin PROMPTLY at 3:30 so we ask you to arrive by 3:15 so 
we can start on time.  Later, we’ ll be at the Ramada hotel in Fond du Lac for dinner, our awards program, and a presen-
tation by Mercury Marine’s own Worldwide Inventory Improvement Manager, Dwight Flaherty, C.P.M., CPIM.  
Dwight’s topic for the evening is going to be “The Synergies of Supply Chain Management and Lean Six Sigma”. 
 
In addition, we’re trying something new for this event.  We’re going to have a table set up specifically for resumes and 
job postings.  So, if you’re looking for a new job and want to put your resume on the table, please bring several copies 
with you.  On the other hand, if your company is hiring and would like to use this table, please bring copies of the job 
postings to set out for prospective candidates to take with them. 
 
And if that wasn’ t enough, we’ve got some OUTSTANDING door prizes to give away so be sure to bring your business 
cards to enter the drawing.  You will not be disappointed! 
 
This is an event not to be missed!  Please see inside this edition of The Beacon and our website for more.  The website 
will have driving directions as well as VERY important safety information. 
 
Please note the deadline for registering for the tour of Mercury Marine is FIRM at Wednesday, March 26th.  Registration 
for the dinner and presentation will remain open until 5:00 PM on Thursday, April 10th. 
 
Please register soon so you don’t miss out on this fantastic oppor tunity!   
 
See you at Mercury Marine! 
Jody 
 

See dr iving directions to Mercury Mar ine  

& the Ramada Plaza on page 5! 

 

 

1.) Tour attendees must wear flat, closed-toe shoes. 
2.) Neckties may not be worn on the tour, but can be worn at the dinner. 
3.) No open backed shoes are allowed. 
 

Carpooling to Mercury Marine is STRONGLY recommended!  
 
 

 

Br ing your boss and you each receive $5.00 off your registration fee! 
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APICS NEWS BULLET IN 
Notice For Meeting Of Members 

Of American Production & Inventory Control Society, 
Fox Valley Chapter, Inc. 

 
 

A meeting of the Members of American Production & Inventory Control Society, Fox Valley Chapter, Inc. will be held at    the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin on this 16th day of April , 2008. 

 
The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect officers for 2008 – 2009 program year. 

 
Dated:  February 18, 2008    

                                                      
Jody L. Suess, CPIM, CIRM, CSCP 
President 
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Secure Your Nomination Now to be Elected to the  
APICS Fox Valley Board of Directors! 

 
 
Are you interested in playing a more active role in your APICS Chapter?  Do you know anyone that would 
be a good fit for our Board of Directors (BOD)?  If so, contact us now because nominations will be taking 
place through March 31st for the APICS Fox Valley Chapter members that wish to serve on our BOD.  To 
nominate someone, first ask that person if they would accept the nomination, then you can make the nomina-
tion in person at the March PDM or e-mail the nomination to Sherri Manion sherri.manion@axletech.com.  
If you are interested in a position and want to be nominated, ask a fellow chapter member to nominate you 
for the position you are interested in performing. 
 
At the April PDM, all Fox Valley Chapter members in good standing will vote for next year’s BOD based 
upon the nominees received by March 31st.  Election results will be announced at the end of the April PDM.  
The newly elected board will t hen take off ice on July 1st, 2008 for a term of 1 year. 
 
Don’ t miss out!  Take this chance to stand out among your peers.  Being on the BOD is a great way to learn 
different aspects of business that you may have interest in but have not had the chance to perform, li ke Mar-
keting, Communications, or Finance.  Also, being a BOD member is a great addition to your resume, a 
chance to hone your leadership skill s, a venue for networking, to travel, and to just have fun.  The following 
are the Board of Directors positions now receiving nominations for the APICS Fox Valley Chapter’s 2008-
2009 program year: 
 
·  Past President (non-elected) 
·  President 
·  Executive Vice President 
·  VP Finance 
·  VP Education (Professional Development) 
·  VP Marketing 
·  VP Membership 
·  VP Program / Logistics 
·  VP MIS (Website) 
·  VP Company Coordinator 
·  VP Recording Secretary 
·  VP Communications (Newsletter Editor) 
VP Faculty / Student Advisor 
 
For more information on the available positions, review the bylaws at http://www.apicsfv.org/bylaws1.htm.  
We look forward to hearing from you.  There is no time like now to make your leadership stand out! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nominations Committee: 
Sherri Manion 
Shannon Bristow 
John Kriz  



 
Directions to Mercury Mar ine:               
W6250 W Pioneer Rd, Fond Du Lac         

Take exit #97B/US-151 S - go 0.2 mi      
Turn Left on S MILITARY RD(US-151) - go 0.4 mi 
Turn Right on W PIONEER RD(CR-VV) - go 0.2 mi 
Arrive at W6250 W PIONEER RD, FOND DU LAC, on the Right 
Enter through Guardhouse for Plant 10 (The first right on the 
       southwest side of the street) 
 Please identify yourself to the guardhouse as an APICS tour member 
      (Please find a parking spot prior to entering the guardhouse in  the 
       parking lot outside of the fenced in area.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions to the Ramada Plaza Fond du Lac from Mercury Mar ine: 
One North Main Street, Corner of Main and Division 
 
Turn LEFT out of the parking lot, going toward MILITARY RD  
Turn RIGHT onto MILITARY RD and follow Military RD 1.1 miles to Western Ave.     
Turn RIGHT on WESTERN AVE. 
Turn RIGHT on MAIN ST - go 0.1 mi      
Arrive at destination. 
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Dwight has been a member of APICS since 1995 and is currently a member of 

the Fox Valley Chapter. His career with Mercury Marine began in 2003 as the 

Site Purchasing Manager for Outboards. In 2007 he became a Lean Six Sigma 

Black Belt before recently becoming a Worldwide Inventory Improvement 

Manager. Prior to Mercury Marine, Dwight held positions in Materials 

Management at Maysteel Corporation in southeastern Wisconsin. Dwight earned 

his Bachelor’s Degree in 1995 and his Master’s Degree in 2001, both in 

Business Administration from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Dwight is 

also a member of ASQ American Society for Quality) and ISM (The Institute for 

Supply Management). 

The Synergies of Supply Chain Management 

and L ean Six Sigma 

Presented by:   

Dwight Flaherty 

 C.P.M., CPIM - Worldwide Inventory 

Improvement 

TOP MANAGEMENT NIGHT 2008  



2007/2008 APICS Certification Schedule 
Fox Valley Technical College in partnership with the Fox Valley Chapter of APICS is pleased to offer the entire CPIM 
series delivered to you in a classroom setting or online, and our CSCP course in the classroom.  Our top-ranked Wis-
consin-state certified instructor pool provides you with opportunities to grow professionally and personally.  We are 
here to help you succeed!  

 
 
Register online at www.fvtc.edu/sc  or via phone at 1-800-735-3882, ext. 4317 
Any Questions?  
 
Joanne Gorski, CPIM, CSCP 
Fox Valley Technical College 
Phone 920.831.4325 
Gorski@fvtc.edu 
 

Type Class Day Dates Time Location Tuition Credits 

CPIM All CPIM 
Modules 
 

Online Anytime 24/7 Anywhere $475* 2 

CPIM Execution 
and Control 
of Opera-
tions 

Tuesday 3-4, 3-11, 3-
18, 3-25, 4-1, 
4-8 

5 pm Appleton $375 1 

CPIM Strategic 
Management 
of Resources 
 

Tuesday 4-29, 5-6, 5-
13, 5-20, 5-
27, 6-3 

5 pm Appleton $375 1 

CSCP Certified 
Supply Chain 
Professional 
 

Tuesday 9-18, 9-25, 
10-2, 10-9, 
10-16, 10-23, 
10-30, 11-6, 
11-13, 11-20, 
11-27, 12-4 

5 pm Appleton $1495 2 

CSCP Certified 
Supply Chain 
Professional 
 

Tuesday 1-22, 1-29, 
2-5, 2-12, 2-
19, 2-26, 3-4, 
3-11, 3-18, 
3-25, 4-1, 4-
8 

5 pm Appleton $1495 2 
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2008/2009 APICS Certification Schedule 
Fox Valley Technical College in partnership with the Fox Valley Chapter of APICS is pleased to offer 
the entire CPIM series delivered to you in a classroom setting or online, and our CSCP course in the 
classroom.  Our top-ranked Wisconsin-state certified instructor pool provides you with opportunities to 
grow professionally and personally.  We are here to help you succeed!  

Register online at www.fvtc.edu/sc  or via phone at 1-800-735-3882, ext. 4317 
 
Any Questions?  
 
Joanne Gorski, CPIM, CSCP 
Fox Valley Technical College 
Phone 920.831.4325 
Gorski@fvtc.edu  

Type Class Day Dates Time Location Tuition Credits
$475* 
member
$545* 
non-
member
$1795 
member
$1995 
non-
member

CPIM Basics of Supply 
Chain 

Management

Tuesday 9-16, 9-23,9-30,10-7, 10-14, 
10-21 

5:00 PM Appleton $375 1

CPIM Master Planning of 
Resources

Tuesday 11-4, 11-11, 11-18, 11-25, 
12-2, 12-9

5:00 PM Appleton $375 1

8:00 AM

to
5:00 PM

CPIM Execution and 
Control of 
Operations

Tuesday 3-3, 3-10, 3-17, 3-24, 3-31, 4-
7

5:00 PM Appleton $375 1

CPIM Strategic 
Management of 

Resources

Tuesday 4-28, 5-5, 5-12, 5-19, 5-26, 6-
2

5:00 PM Appleton $375 1

CSCP Certified Supply 
Chain Professional

Tuesday 9-16, 9-23, 9-30, 10-7, 10-
14, 10-21, 10-28, 11-4, 11-
11, 11-18, 11-25, 12-2

5:00 PM Appleton $1,495 2

CSCP Certified Supply 
Chain Professional

Tuesday 1-20, 1-27, 2-3, 2-10, 2-17, 2-
24, 3-3, 3-10, 3-17, 3-24, 3-
31, 4-7

5:00 PM Appleton $1,495 2

Appleton $375 1CPIM Basics of Supply 
Chain 

Management

Friday 1-30, 2-6

5:00 PM Appleton $375 1CPIM Detailed 
Scheduling and 

Planning

Tuesday 1-13, 1-20, 1-27, 2-3, 2-10, 2-
17

24/7 Anywhere 2

CSCP Certified Supply 
Chain Professional

Online Anytime 24/7 Anywhere 3

CPIM All CPIM Modules Online Anytime
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Mark Your Calendars! 
 
 
 

In cooperation with Mercury Mar ine, 
the Fox Valley APICS Chapter will be offering a tour of the 

Mercury Mar ine Manufactur ing facility in Fond du Lac! 
 

Wednesday, Apr il 16, 2008 
3:30 PM SHARP - 5:30 PM (Please arr ive by 3:15 PM) 

 
 

A $2.3 billion division of Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC), Mercury and its                
6,200 employees worldwide provide engines, boats, services and parts for  
recreational, commercial and government marine applications. Mercury’s  

industry-leading brand portfolio includes Mercury and Mariner outboard engines;  
Mercury MerCruiser sterndrives and inboard engines; MotorGuide trolling motors; 

Mercury and Teignbridge propellers; MotoTron electronic controls; Mercury  
inflatable boats; Mercury SmartCraft electronics; and Mercury and Quicksilver  

parts and oils. Mercury Marine's World Headquarters is located in Fond du Lac. 
 

Please go to www.apicsfv.org to register. **  
Non-members $25, members $20, students $10 (prices include the dinner) 

DEADLINE:  Registration deadline is FIRM at  
5:00 PM on Wednesday, March 26, 2008   

 
         This tour is being held in conjunction with our Top Management Night Meeting       

which will be held immediately after the tour at the Fond du Lac Ramada. 
Dwight Flaherty, C.P.M., CPIM, Worldwide Inventory Improvement Manager at  
Mercury Marine, will be our featured speaker. His topic will be: “The Synergies  

of Supply Chain Management and Lean Six Sigma”. 
 

Registration at 5:30 PM and Dinner at 6:00 PM.  
 

          Please visit our website for more information including dr iving and parking direc-
tions as well as impor tant SAFETY information!!  

 
 CARPOOLING STRONGLY RECOMMENDED!!  

www.apicsfv.org . 
 

** Due to the nature of the product line, Mercury Marine reserves the right to deny entry to the tour in the event of a conflict of interest. 
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We encourage all members to periodically update their personal profile information on the APICS 
website.  It's easy to do!  Just go to www.apics.org <http://www.apics.org/>  and click on View/Edit 
My Info.  Update your profile by clicking on Personal Information and also Manage Addresses.  After 
you have made any changes, click Save. 
  
Phil Kosik (pkosik@buechelstone.com) 
Vice President of Membership 

Welcome to Our New  Member to APICS  
Fox Valley Wisconsin Chapter:  

 
Mike J. Engelkes 

Vijai Velu 
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APICS Announ ces New Membership Dues Structure   
The APICS Board of Directors approved a new membership dues structure beginning April 1, 2008. The focus for 
APICS has always been on providing the value that members seek to improve their on-the-job performance, ad-
vance in their careers, and thrive as operations management professionals. The new dues structure will provide 
greater support and resources to APICS partners (chapters, districts, and IAs) who deliver programs locally.   
Member association dues will increase from $110 to $150 for professional members. Professional members be-
longing to chapters will pay a flat fee of $50 for the chapter portion, for a total dues amount of $200 for profes-
sional members. (If a chapter charges more, APICS will collect that amount on behalf of the chapter.) 
The dues will change from $110 to $200 for domestic members-at-large; from $130 to $200 for international 
members-at-large. The dues amount for retired members will change from $55 to $75, plus chapter dues if appli-
cable. There are no changes to academic, student, and international associate fees.  
The enterprise membership will change to a tiered structure. Enterprise membership 
APICS will offer enterprise members the opportunity to add additional members based on a sliding scale 
(illustration below).  The current group membership structure will be phased out and current group members will 
transition to enterprise members as memberships come up for renewal.  
 
Enterprise Membership/Group Membership (Effective April 1, 2008) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The new dues structure support will enhance the capabilities of APICS partners with support from corporate of-
fice funded field staff, funding to deliver enhanced member benefits and services locally, and new and enhanced 
tools and resources for chapter leaders. 
APICS will continue to enhance association programs and services. Already, members can take advantage of 
new and enhanced benefits in 2008. Many of these benefits are accessible online at www.apics.org/membership.  
 
APICS members benefit from these new and enhanced programs and services:  
Local Chapters  
APICS chapters offer localized services, which may include educational programs, certification review courses, 
career placement opportunities, plant tours, and networking. With greater resources from the new dues structure, 
chapters will have the opportunity to reinvest in member services.  
 
APICS is pleased to add value to membership with these new and enhanced programs and services for mem-
bers.   
  
Educational Programs  
 
Updated! APICS International Conference & Expo 
APICS is revitalizing our annual conference and elevating the experience with more plant tours, integrated learn-
ing paths and key industry presenters. Also, new this year, APICS members can ensure they have today’s mar-
ketable skills with a visit to the new APICS Career Fair. Members save 10 percent off registration. Learn more at 
www.apicsconference.org. 
 
New! APICS Live Learning Center 
The APICS Live Learning Center gives APICS members and conference attendees unlimited, complimentary 
access to presenter manuscripts and PowerPoint presentations from the educational sessions. An audio file 
compilation of APICS 2007 educational sessions is available for purchase. Members and conference attendees 
can visit www.apicsconference.org or contact an APICS Customer Support associate at (800) 444-2742 or (703) 
354-8851 or service@apics.org. 
 
 

5 – 24 $200 $150 $50 
25 – 99 190 $140 $50 
100 > 180 $130 $50 

Total # of 
Members

Amoun t Per 
Member APICS Corporate Local Chapter
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Updated! APICS Webinars 
APICS Webinars provide convenient, online educational opportunities for members. More topics and expanded 
offerings are available. APICS also presents Webinars for volunteers and chapter leaders. A number of APICS 
Webinars are available on demand at member savings and free of charge at www.apics.org/webinars. 
 
Updated! APICS Career Center 
The APICS Career Center is the online resource for operations management resources. Now the Career Center 
will host career development Webinars led by recognized career development experts offering practical tips on 
resume writing, career transition, and professional development. Only members post their résumés for review by 
potential employers and subscribe to job alerts service. Members also receive discounts on job posting pack-
ages. Members have full access to the online APICS Career Center at www.apicscareercenter.org. 

 
Updated! APICS Courseware 
APICS is expanding its APICS-developed course offerings including  
Finance for Operations Managers 
Global Sourcing 
Continually updated APICS courseware 
Major updates to APICS CSCP and APICS CPIM courseware in 2008 

Annual updates from 2008 forward.          
 

New! APICS/SAP Benchmarking Study 
The APICS/SAP Benchmarking Study enables member companies to compare productivity through joint study. 
Complete the study online at www.apics.org.  
Updated! APICS Webinars 
APICS will provide enhanced APICS Webinars, featuring more APICS Webinars-on-Demand and expanded of-
ferings on current, relevant topics.  
New! AMA Business and Management Training 
APICS members can enhance their competitive edge with business and management training through the Ameri-
can Management Association, the leading force in business and management education. APICS members re-
ceive up to 30 percent off training along with news and Web site access. Visit www.apics.org/benefits.  
  
New! APICS and IBF Sales and Operations Plann ing Conference  
APICS and IBF will cohost the Sales and Operations Planning Conference, located at the Renaissance Chicago 
O’Hare Suites Hotel in Chicago, Illinois, on June 19-20, 2008. The comprehensive sales and operations planning 
conference, “Best of the Best,” will offer 10 different sessions for professionals on S&OP topics. Register at 
www.apics.org.  
 
Member Benefits 
 
Updated! APICS Magazine  
APICS magazine provides practical, industry-leading information with articles written by award-winning journal-
ists. APICS magazine will introduce a new mix of digital and print content including:  
·  Seven issues of the magazine during the year, with a greater, enhanced digital presence on the APICS 
 Web site. 
·  More timely and valuable news updates online and via e-mail in between issues of APICS magazine. 
 
·  An enhanced digital version of the magazine that is more visually appealing to those who access the   
      information online, enabling more reliable and timely delivery of the magazine to international members. 
 
APICS magazine features innovative ideas and real-world strategies for inventory, materials, production, and 
supply chain management; planning and scheduling; purchasing; logistics; warehousing; and e-business solu-
tions for professionals at every level of an organization. Members receive print copies in the mail, and can also 
read APICS magazine online at www.apics.org/resources/magazine. 
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Updated! APICS Dictionary, 12th edition  
APICS members receive a complimentary copy of the APICS Dictionary, the standard for terms and definitions in 
the inventory and supply chain management field. The 12th edition, published October 2007, contains more than 
4,000 essential terms. Members can request their copy at www.apics.org/freedictionary. 
 
Updated! APICS Illustrated Dictionary 
Now with 500 new terms, this CD-ROM includes more than 4,000 terms from the APICS Dictionary and illus-
trates more than 2,500 of them. The terms are categorized and cross-referenced for easy access. To order, visit 
the APICS Bookstore at www.apics.org. 

 
Back by Popu lar Demand! P&IM Journal  
The Production and Inventory Management Journal publishes original research that has a significant affect on 
operations management. Anticipate more information on the journal in 2008. 
 
New! Aberdeen Research  
APICS members have full access to the Aberdeen Research Archive that contains more than 5,000 documents 
focused on the global value chain (a $995 value). Research channels include current, relevant information on 
supply chain, manufacturing, information technology, finance, retail, human resources, and product research and 
development. Visit www. apics.org/benefits.  
 
 
APICS continues to offer these indispensable professional development resources. 
 
APICS Certification  
APICS members pursuing certification enjoy savings averaging 25 percent on certification preparation classes, 
review materials, and testing fees. Members belonging to chapters can more effectively work through the certifi-
cation process by taking chapter review courses and participating in study groups. 
  
APICS Learning Communities  
APICS Learning Communities are forums where members can gather regularly to share ideas, develop best 
practices, and find solutions to everyday challenges in operations management. Visit APICS Learning Communi-
ties at www.apics.org/communities. 
 
APICS Web Site  
APICS members can access exclusive, members-only content on the APICS Web site. Members can use the 
site to research pressing issues using the searchable Publications Database, stay abreast of industry terms and 
definitions using the online APICS Dictionary, obtain white papers and free APICS Webinars On-Demand on op-
erations management topics, and other valuable industry information. 
 
APICS is committed to ongoing development of membership programs and services and welcomes suggestions 
for ways to enhance member value. 



The Fox Valley APICS chapter holds monthly Professional Development Meetings September through April. A tenta-
tive listing of these activities is posted below. 
 
At each meeting a speaker/s provide insight into a current Operations Management topic.  This becomes your opportu-
nity to stay ahead of the competition by learning about new and emerging trends in your field and how to improve your 
companies operational performance.  In addition, the meetings offer an opportunity to network with other operations 
management professionals. 
 
The mission of the Fox Valley Chapter of APICS is to be the areas leading provider of quality learning opportunities 
and networking , in the support of managing organizational resources in production and services industries.  Our meet-
ings and educational opportunities support this mission.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting! 

Date of PDM Location Pre-Dinner 
Speaker/Topic 

PDM 
Speaker/Topic 

    

April 16, 2008 
TOP MANAGEMENT 

NIGHT 

 
Ramada in 
Fond du lac 

 Tour of Mercury Marine 
Dwight Flaherty – Guest Speaker 

May 2008 
No PDM  

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

Save These Dates! 

Central WI Chapter of APICS 

Event Schedule 
  
April 8th April PDM - Speaker/Location/ TBD 
  
May 13th May PDM - ½ day seminar Inventory Accuracy Deb Hansford from Precrest Con-
sulting PDM topic...MRO inventory management 
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APICS Fox Valley Chapter 
PO Box 3383 
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3383 

CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of the Fox Valley Chapter of APICS is to be the area’s leading provider of quali ty learning 
opportunities and networking, in the support of managing organizational resources in production and 
service industries.  


