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      Author of the book Survival is Not Mandatory:   

           10 Things Every CEO Should Know About Lean 
Steven Williams is a 32 year veteran in the electronics industry, having gained  prominence and 
recognition as an industry authority on manufacturing and management over the course of his 
career. In his current position of CEC Commodity Manager for Plexus Corp (Neenah, WI), he is 
responsible for strategic materials management and tactical support of the printed circuit board 
supply base. Prior to joining Plexus, Steven spent 22 years in senior management positions in 
the PCB fabrication industry. He holds a BA in Organizational Management from  Concordia 
University and an MBA from Cardinal Stritch University. Steven is a distinguished faculty 
member at several Universities, teaching both graduate and undergraduate business courses, and 
has developed his own course curriculum on Lean Sigma for the MBA program. 
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February PDM  
  Tuesday, February 17th ð Robbins Restaurant, 

Oshkosh  

Presenter: Steve Williams  
 

Date: Tuesday, February  17th, 2009  Place:  Robbins of Oshkosh  

Time:  Pre-Meeting Social Activity 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Dinner: 6:00 PM  Guest Speaker - 6:45 - 7:45 PM   

Menu:  

 

 

Registration: Register online by Thursday February 12th (www.apicsfv.org)  

Cost:  $25 Non-members     $20 Members     $10 Students  
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ITALIAN BUFFET: Fresh garden salad, spaghetti, and penne pasta with meat 

or meatless zesty marinara sauce, alfredo sauce, lasagna (meat or vegetarian) and warm garlic bread. 
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A Message from the President 

1

Hello fellow APICS Fox Valley Chapter members! 

 

As I write this, our area is bracing for another shot of cold, cold weather.  I hope you are all keeping warm.  

Thankfully, we have not experienced the bitter cold on evenings for our Professional Development Meet-

ings and I hope it stays that way! 

 

Because of the cold weather and all the snow weôve received this winter, we felt it was time for us to create 

a PDM cancellation plan.  This plan was first unveiled in the January Beacon.  Because it is so new, I 

wanted to remind everyone to please check out the details of the newly created PDM cancellation plan on 

our website in the Professional Development Meetings section.  

 http://www.apicsfv.org/events/100_538001.aspx?PROG=PDMG 

 

Our next PDM will be held on Tuesday, February 17th at Robbins Restaurant in Oshkosh.  Steve Williams 

from Plexus will be speaking that evening.  Steve not only works at Plexus but is an instructor at Marian 

University and was highly recommended by one of his students.  He is also the author of the book Survival 

Is Not Mandatory: 10 Things Every CEO Should Know About Lean.  Iôve been looking forward to this 

PDM for months and I hope you can make it as well. 

 

Our board of directors recently selected and approved the 2009 nomination committee.  Thanks again to 

those who volunteered to serve the chapter.  Please see inside this edition for details on how you can help 

your chapter stay strong.  Serving on the board of directors is a great way to pick up skills you wouldnôt 

normally get in your job and it looks great on a resume.  Given the current economic situation, who    

couldnôt use a little something extra special on their resume?  Oh yeah, we have a lot of fun as well!               

 

Our team is still working on the details of the upcoming joint meeting with ISM in March as well as an-

other great tour and presentation for Top Management Night.  Details will be coming soon! 

 

See you at Robbins! 

 

Jody 

(920) 232-4372 

Jody.Suess@carters.com 

http://www.apicsfv.org/events/100_538001.aspx?PROG=PDMG
mailto:Jody.Suess@carters.com


 

 

Are you interested in playing a more active role in your APICS Chapter?  Do you know anyone that would be a good fit 

for our Board of Directors?  If so, contact us now because nominations will be taking place through March 31st for the 

APICS Fox Valley Chapter members that wish to serve on our Board.  To nominate someone, first ask that person if 

they would accept the nomination, then you can make the nomination in person at the March PDM or e-mail the nomi-

nation to Sherri Manion sherri.manion@axletech.com.  If you are interested in a position and want to be nominated, ask 

a fellow chapter member to nominate you for the position you are interested in performing. 

 

At the April PDM, all Fox Valley Chapter members in good standing will vote for next yearôs Board of Directors 

based upon the nominees received by March 31st.  Election results will be announced at the end of the April PDM.  The 

newly elected board will then take office on July 1st, 2009 for a term of one year. 

 

Donôt miss out!  Take this chance to stand out among your peers.  Being on the Board is a great way to learn different 

aspects of business that you may have an interest in but have not had the chance to perform, like Marketing, Communi-

cations, or Finance.  Being on the Board of Directors is a great addition to your resume.  Itôs a chance to hone your 

leadership skills, a venue for networking, a way to earn points on your APICS Certification Maintenance, and a chance 

to have fun with those in a similar career field. 

 

The following Board of Director positions are now receiving nominations for the APICS Fox Valley Chapterôs 2009-

2010 Program Season: 

 

Past President (non-elected) 

President 

Executive Vice President 

VP Finance 

VP Education (Professional Development) 

VP Marketing 

VP Membership 

VP Program / Logistics 

VP MIS (Website) 

VP Company Coordinator 

VP Recording Secretary 

VP Communications (Newsletter Editor) 

VP Faculty / Student Advisor 

 

For more information on the available positions, review the bylaws at: 

http://www.apicsfv.org/information/apics_bylaws.aspx .  We look forward to hearing from you!  There is no time like 

now to make your leadership stand out!  
 

Sincerely, 

Nominations Committee 

Sherri Manion                         Patti Gorr 

Debbie Schneider                    Dorene Ehlke 

 

Secure Your Nomination Now to be Elected to the  
APICS Fox Valley Board of Directors! 
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mailto:sherri.manion@axletech.com
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Mark your calendars! 
 

In cooperation with Giddings & Lewis, 

the Fox Valley APICS Chapter will be offering a tour of the 

Giddings & Lewis Manufacturing facility in Fond du Lac!  
 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 

PLEASE NOTE:  Details on the dinner location as well as the specific times are still  

being finalized.  A special e-mail will be sent when available. 

        
 

From Aerospace to Wind Power, MAG Giddings & Lewis machine tools are providing  
solutions for manufacturers worldwide.  Established in 1859, the company is now a part of 
MAG Industrial Automation Systems.  Giddings & Lewis builds a wide range of horizontal 

boring mills, vertical turning centers, and horizontal machining centers for manufacturers in 
a variety of industries, from small job shops to large OEMs in the construction, aerospace, 

energy, and oilfield equipment industries.   

 

Registration, as well as important driving, parking, and safety directions will be set up 

at our website www.apicsfv.org **  

Non-members $25, members $20, students $10 (prices include the dinner) 

 

This tour is being held in conjunction with our Top Management Night meeting which 

will be held immediately following the tour.  The focus of the evening will be on  

Operational Speed.  Ellie Kemp, Master Blackbelt, will be speaking about the amazing 

things that Giddings & Lewis has done with Six Sigma and how it has driven business 

improvements.  Mark Hansen, Director of Assembly and Installations, will highlight 

how LEAN has impacted the business and more specifically their bottom line. 

 

Registration beginning at 5:30 PM and Dinner at 6:00 PM.  
 

 

CARPOOLING STRONGLY RECOMMENDED!!   

Start thinking now about carpooling options. 

 

 

**  Due to the nature of the product line, Giddings & Lewis reserves the right to deny entry to the tour in the event of a conflict of 

interest.  Photographs are not permitted in the manufacturing facility.  
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Cancellations for PDMôs 
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Sometimes, Mother Nature can be less than helpful with regard to travel in Wisconsin.  In the interest of the safety of our 

speakers, members, and non-member attendees, it may be necessary to cancel our PDM.  Our board members wanted to 

develop a plan to determine the need for cancellation and to communicate the cancellation effectively and efficiently. 

 

The decision was made to coordinate our cancellations with those of Fox Valley Technical College.  In the event of 

weather related campus closings at FVTC, the Fox Valley chapter of APICS will cancel its scheduled event. 

For inquiries regarding Fox Valley Technical College campus closings due to inclement weather, 

please call ---   

735 - 4700  
(Appleton calling area)  

 
1 - 800 - 211 - 6409  

(All other areas in the district)  

  
Radio and television stations that will air the closing announcement can be found by clicking on 

the link below.  
 

http://www.fvtc.edu/public/content.aspx?ID=1414&PID=1 

 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

Thanks, 

Jody 

(920) 232-4372 

Jody.Suess@carters.com 

http://www.fvtc.edu/public/content.aspx?ID=1414&PID=1
mailto:Jody.Suess@carters.com
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We encourage all members to periodically update their personal profile information on the 
APICS website.  It's easy to do!  Just go to www.apics.org <http://www.apics.org/>  and click 
on View/Edit My Info.  Update your profile by clicking on Personal Information and also    
Manage Addresses.  After you have made any changes, click Save. 
  
Loriann Andersen (Landersen1@new.rr.com ) 
Vice President of Membership 

Welcome to Our New  Members to APICS Fox Valley    

Wisconsin Chapter:  

 
Luke Swenty 

Harmeet Utal 

Rachel Czarapata 

Karen Ticks 

Jacob Maass 

Nicholas Woody 

Dean Criter 

Ben Turner 

Sarah Binish 

Tiffany Guelig 

Andrew Bongert 

Jerry Miller  



  

Tools of the Trade  

 

Introducing the APICS Operations Management Body of Knowledge Framework 

(OMBOK)  

 

The OMBOK defines the scope of the operations management field and positions APICS' vast 

body of knowledge to help APICS members understand the foundation of their profession. The 

OMBOK also provides answers that connect the functional needs of today's businesses to the 

professional skills required of APICS members.  

Inform your members about this dynamic resource that will help them understand the current 

state of operations management.  

 

The OMBOK is free on the APICS Web site for APICS members. Visit APICS.org for more de-

tails.  

 

 

New 2009 APICS CSCP Exam Dates   

 

Competition is fierce in today's job market. Your members can surpass the competition by 

earning an APICS CSCP designation. Recent studies show individuals who earn an APICS 

designation are more marketable, knowledgeable, and receive, on average, higher incomes. 

Visit here  for additional information on what an APICS designation can do for your chapter 

members. Help catapult your members' careers to the next level by encouraging them to earn 

an APICS credential in 2009! The first 2009 test date for APICS CSCP is as follows:  

 

FIRST 2009 EXAM DATE (for paper and pencil only)   

CSCP  

 
 

 

For questions about the 2009 exam dates, contact certification@apics.org . 

 

Exam Date  Exam Eligibility Deadline  Exam Registration 

Deadline  

March 21  

CSCP 

January 23  February 6  

APICS Updates! 
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http://www.apics.org/leadershipcentral/september2008Full.htm#cqa2
mailto:certification@apics.org


  

ANOTHER NEW OFFERING FROM APICS!!!  
 

The new APICS Global Sourcing Workshop Series is tailored for participants to understand 
the key issues and complexities of sourcing activities in the international environment. The 
workshop highlights the various opportunities in which companies can leverage international 
capital to enhance their competitive strength. 
This workshop series will equip you with the skills to 
Í Understand the strategic importance of globalization 

Í Learn how to prepare for international procurement 
Í Evaluate potential markets in other countries 

Í Source global suppliers strategically 

Í Choose logistics partners correctly 

Address cultural differences 

 
For more information on the new APICS Global Sourcing Workshop Series and how it will be 
offered through the Fox Valley Chapterôs partnership with Fox Valley Technical College, 
please contact Dewey Stevens, CPIM, CSCP at stevens@fvtc.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 

"1*$4 6OC@SDR{ $NMSHMTDCtqqq 
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2008/2009 APICS Certification Schedule  
Fox Valley Technical College in partnership with the Fox Valley Chapter of APICS is pleased to offer the entire CPIM 
series delivered to you in a classroom setting or online, and our CSCP course in the classroom.  Our top-ranked Wis-
consin-state certified instructor pool provides you with opportunities to grow professionally and personally.  We are 
here to help you succeed!  
 

 
 
Register  online at www.fvtc.edu/sc  or via phone at 1-800-735-3882, ext. 4317 
 
Any Questions?  
 
Joanne Gorski, CPIM, CSCP 
Fox Valley Technical College 
Phone 920.831.4325 
Gorski@fvtc.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type  Class  Day Dates  Time  Location  Tuition  Credits  

CPIM All CPIM 
Modules 
  

Online Anytime 24/7 Anywhere $475* 
member 
$545* 
non-
member 

2 

CSCP Certified Sup-
ply Chain Pro-
fessional 

Online Anytime 24/7 Anywhere $1795 
member 
$1995 
non-
member 

3 

CPIM Execution and 
Control of 
Operations 

Tuesday 3-3, 3-10, 3-17, 3
-24, 3-31, 4-7 

5 pm Appleton $375 1 

CPIM Strategic 
Management 
of Resources 
  

Tuesday 4-28, 5-5, 5-12, 5
-19, 5-26, 6-2 

5 pm Appleton $375 1 
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