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March Professional Development Meeting  

Thursday, March 18th 
 

Pre-Dinner Speaker:  Jaime Page-Stadler , Director of Career Services at the University of 

Wisconsin Oshkosh  
Want to learn more about resumes and there importance in the job search or have a resume but want to make it stand 

out to employers. Learn more about the language that is important in articulating skills and accomplishments. Come 

and learn about advanced writing techniques that appeal to employers. 

 

Post-Dinner Speaker: Julie A. Holcomb, SPHR , Career Management Consultant for Right 

Management, Networking Ins and Outs   
If you are like most people, networking might not be your favorite thing to do. When faced with the pros-

pect of having to talk to people unknown to us, we can get uncomfortable. In this presentation, weôll talk 

about why it might be uncomfortable, ways to overcome hesitating to network, how to approach network-

ing and how to keep a network going. Weôll also touch on LinkedIn as a business networking tool.  As a 

Career Management Consultant, Julie works with individuals in transition from a previous career into a 

new opportunity. This is accomplished through classroom facilitation as well as one-on-one coaching to 

prepare for all phases of changing jobs from resumes through negotiation.  
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Date:  Thursday, March 18th Place:  Robbins Restaurant,  Oshkosh, WI 

For directions please see page 8 

Time:  Pre-Meeting Activities 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM; Guest Speaker: 6:45 PM - 7:45 PM  

 

Garden Salad with dressing, Baked Mostaccioli, Vegetable Lasagna, Spaghetti and Meatballs, and Garlic 

Bread.  

 Registration: Register online by Friday March. 12th (www.apicsfv.org) 

Cost:  $10  

No-shows will be billed accordingly.  $10 fee for any NSF checks that we receive 

Bring your business cards to enter our prize drawing .   

   Karen Ticks  
   VP of Professional Devel-
opment 
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A Message from the President 

 
Hello APICS Fox Chapter Members.  As I typed this letter today, I heard my favorite four words of the winter season, 

ñPitchers and Catchers report.ò  The days are getting longer and spring is right around the corner. I hope 2010 has been going 

well for all of you.  I want to relay an apology from Dean Flitter for not being able to speak at our February PDM due to an 

illness.  He was looking forward to speaking and he would like to try again when we have an opening.  We are looking to 

schedule Dean to speak at a future PDM. 

 

Earlier this year, our chapter did a survey to see how bad the economic conditions have hurt our members. The results that we 

received, unfortunately, showed some of us were in the ranks of the unemployed.  Some of our board members are in the 

same situation as well.  One of our action items from our strategic plan for this year was to try and help our unemployed 

members.  To meet this need we have set up a special PDM for March 18th.  For our pre-dinner presentation, we will have 

representatives from UW-Oshkosh Career services discuss resumes and their importance in job searches.  They will show 

how to have your resume stand out to potential employers.  This is critical especially in todayôs environment.  I learned dur-

ing my job searching the amazing amount of resumes potential employers are receiving for the few opportunities that are out 

there.  Our second speaker will be Julie Holcomb from Right Management.  Julie will speak on the importance of networking 

and how it helps your job search.   We will also have special pricing for this event.  The cost for the presentations and dinner 

will only be $10. I have heard concerns from a couple of managers that are APICS members that we are helping their em-

ployees search from new jobs--that is not our intent.  We want to help our members have more tools to help them find a job if 

they find themselves in the unfortunate situation of being unemployed.  I hope you can join us. 

 

Your Board of Directors is hard at work putting the finishing touches on our next Top Management Night and tour, which 

will be held on April 29th.  Please see the flyer in this Beacon for more details. 

 

See you at Robbins on the 18th! 

  

Phillip J. Kosik Jr.  CPIM CSCP 

920-843-2480 

kosik@fvtc.edu 
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My name is Karen Sobotta.  I have been an employee of Mercury Marine for 25 years.  My background includes ship-

ping/receiving, stockroom clerk, material production scheduler, transportation support specialist and most recently Lead Supply 

Chain Analyst. 

 

 In my role, I am responsible for 57 suppliers constituting 475 part numbers, for a total annual spend of $56,279,791.  

 

 My responsibilities include: 

 

 Material Requirement Planning 

Resolving Receiving Discrepanciesô 

Advance Ship Notice entry 

Cost Reduction projects 

Inventory dollar reduction 

Increasing inventory turn  

ABC classification analysis of my parts 

Mentoring Co-op Students 

Supervise 3 Supply Chain Analysts 

Attending daily production meeting 

Communicate and track supplier delivery performance 

Track Production Attainment Report for Procurement 

Expedite shipments from supplier 

Perform Global Planning for Mercury in Juarez, MX 

Facilitate Department Vacation schedule 

 

 Education and Certifications: 

I received my APICS CPIM  in July 2003 

Brunswick Green Belt Certification August 2008 

April 2009 ï Achieved $500,000 cost savings award 

Graduated BSS May 2007 Marian College FDL, WI w/honors 

 

 APICS Certification has helped me achieve cost savings objectives by allowing me to utilize the ABC tools, MRP planning 

and basic production and inventory planning.   

Member Spotlight 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice For Meeting Of Members  

Of American Production & Inventory Control Society,  

Fox Valley Chapter, Inc.  
 

A meeting of the Members of American Production & Inventory Control Society, Fox 

Valley Chapter, Inc. will be held at Goodwill Industries in Menasha, Wisconsin on the 

29th day of April, 2010.  

The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect officers for 2010 ï 2011 program year and 

approve changes to the by-laws. Please review the copy of the by-laws that will be sent 

to you and posted on our website in the near future. If you have any questions, please 

contact me at (920) 843-2480.  

Dated: February 17, 2010  
 

 

 

 
 

      

 

Phillip Kosik Jr.  CPIM, CSCP  

President 
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Notice For Meeting of Members 
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Secure Your Nomination Now to be Elected to the 

APICS Fox Valley Board of Directors! 

Are you interested in playing a more active role in your APICS Chapter?  Do you know anyone that would be a good fit 

for our Board of Directors?  If so, contact us now because nominations will be taking place through March 31st for 

the APICS Fox Valley Chapter members that wish to serve on our Board.  To nominate someone, first ask that person if 

they would accept the nomination, then you can make the nomination in person at the March PDM or e-mail the nomi-

nation to Deb Schneider at dschneider2@ariens.com.  If you are interested in a position and want to be nominated, ask 

a fellow chapter member to nominate you for the position you are interested in performing. 

 

At the April PDM, all Fox Valley Chapter members in good standing will vote for next yearôs Board of Directors 

based upon the nominees received by March 31st. Election results will be announced at the end of the April PDM. The 

newly elected board will then take office on July 1st, 2010 for a term of one year.  

 

Donôt miss out!  Take this chance to stand out among your peers.  Being on the Board is a great way to learn different 

aspects of business that you may have an interest in but have not had the chance to perform, like Marketing, Communi-

cations, or Finance.  Being on the Board of Directors is a great addition to your resume.  Itôs a chance to hone your 

leadership skills, a venue for networking, a way to earn points on your APICS Certification Maintenance, and a chance 

to have fun with those in a similar career field.  

 

The following Board of Director positions are now receiving nominations for the APICS Fox Valley Chapterôs 

2010-2011 Program Season:  

President  

Executive Vice President  

VP Finance  

VP Education (Professional Development)  

VP Marketing  

VP Membership  

VP Program / Logistics  

VP MIS (Website)  

VP Company Coordinator  

VP Recording Secretary  

VP Communications (Newsletter Editor)  

VP Faculty / Student Advisor  

 

For more information on the available positions, review the bylaws at:  

http://www.apicsfv.org/information/apics_bylaws.aspx . We look forward to hearing from you! There is no time like 

now to make your leadership stand out!  

 

Sincerely,  

Nominations Committee  

Debbie Schneider Dorene Ehlke  

Angela Raddant 
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Just a reminder that if  you are unemployed and your membership is coming due, you 

are eligible for a 6 month membership at no charge.  You will be able to access the ap-

plication on www.apics.org.  Click on the membership tab and then on the bottom of 

the page click on unemployed.  From here you can access the Benefits Extension Ap-

plication.  Once the application is filled out, please forward to our chapter president at 

kosik@fvtc.edu. 

Are you unemployed? 

Welcome to Our Newest Member to APICS Fox 

Valley Wisconsin Chapter:  

Sandra Pagel 

Tim Van Schyndel 

Art Eichmann 

We encourage all members to periodically update their personal profile information on the APICS web-

site.  It's easy to do!  Just go to www.apics.org <http://www.apics.org/>  and click on View/Edit My Info.  

Update your profile by clicking on Personal Information and also Manage Addresses.  After you have 

made any changes, click Save. 

  

Loriann Andersen (Landersen1@new.rr.com ) 

Vice President of Membership 
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Directions to the March PDM            

From Appleton head south on Hwy 41 

Exit Hwy 21 in Oshkosh (the exit after Hwy45 exit) 

Turn left at the end of the ramp (Oshkosh Ave) 

Robbins will be on the left after Master Lube 

 

From Fond du Lac head north on Hwy 41 

Exit Hwy 21 in Oshkosh (the exit after 9th Ave exit) 

Turn right at the end of the ramp (Oshkosh Ave.) 

Robbins will be on the left after Master Lube 


